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In the tradition of Slaves in the Family, the provocative true account of the hanging of four black people by a
white lynch mob in 1912—written by the great-granddaughter of the sheriff charged with protecting them.

Harris County, Georgia, 1912. A white man, the beloved nephew of the county sheriff, is shot dead on the
porch of a black woman. Days later, the sheriff sanctions the lynching of a black woman and three black
men, all of them innocent. For Karen Branan, the great-granddaughter of that sheriff, this isn’t just history,
this is family history.

Branan spent nearly twenty years combing through diaries and letters, hunting for clues in libraries and
archives throughout the United States, and interviewing community elders to piece together the events and
motives that led a group of people to murder four of their fellow citizens in such a brutal public display. Her
research revealed surprising new insights into the day-to-day reality of race relations in the Jim Crow–era
South, but what she ultimately discovered was far more personal. As she dug into the past, Branan was
forced to confront her own deep-rooted beliefs surrounding race and family, a process that came to a head
when Branan learned a shocking truth: she is related not only to the sheriff, but also to one of the four who
were murdered. Both identities—perpetrator and victim—are her inheritance to bear.

A gripping story of privilege and power, anger, and atonement, The Family Tree transports readers to a small
Southern town steeped in racial tension and bound by powerful family ties. Branan takes us back in time to
the Civil War, demonstrating how plantation politics and the Lost Cause movement set the stage for the fiery
racial dynamics of the twentieth century, delving into the prevalence of mob rule, the rise of the Ku Klux
Klan and the role of miscegenation in an unceasing cycle of bigotry.

Through all of this, what emerges is a searing examination of the violence that occurred on that awful day in
1912—the echoes of which still resound today—and the knowledge that it is only through facing our ugliest
truths that we can move forward to a place of understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of
Secrets, and My Search for the Truth can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brenda Evans:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Family Tree: A Lynching
in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lisa Martin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Family Tree: A
Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Family Tree: A Lynching
in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth become your starter.

Daryl Radford:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My



Search for the Truth can make you feel more interested to read.
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