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In late eighteenth-century Vienna a remarkable coterie of five aristocratic women, popularly known as the
“five princesses,” achieved social preeminence and acclaim as close associates of the reforming Habsburg
Emperor Joseph II. They were Princess Maria Josepha Clary (1728–1801); Princess Maria Sidonia Kinsky
(1729–1815); Princess Maria Leopoldine Liechtenstein (1733–1809); Countess, subsequently Princess,
Maria Leopoldine Kaunitz (1741–1795); and Princess Maria Eleonore Liechtenstein (1745–1812).

The group assumed a stable form by 1772, by which time Joseph II and two of his closest male associates,
Field Marshal Franz Moritz Lacy and Count Franz Xavier Orsini-Rosenberg, had become accepted members
of the circle as well. During the Viennese social season, members of the group made their way several times
each week to the inner city palace of one of the “Dames,” as members of the group called themselves.
During the summer months, when the women dispersed to visit country estates in Bohemia and Moravia or
to travel, group members corresponded regularly.

These were exciting, restless years in the Habsburg monarchy, as reforms were implemented to help the
monarchy withstand threats to its stability and international stature from without and within. With assured
access to the emperor and his closest advisors, the Dames enjoyed both a unique view of events and a chance
to participate in public affairs (albeit informally and discreetly) as steadfast, acknowledged friends of the
emperor. Through analysis of the correspondence of these women and of the published and unpublished
commentaries of their contemporaries, this study scrutinizes the activities of this select group of women
during the co-regency period (1765–1780) when Joseph shared responsibility with his mother, Maria
Theresia, and during Joseph’s decade as sole ruler (1780–1790) after Maria Theresia’s death—years during
which the women enjoyed their special position.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Redden:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Charmed Circle: Joseph II and
the ‘Five Princesses,’ 1765-1790 (Central european studies). All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Shawn Proctor:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Charmed Circle: Joseph II and the ‘Five
Princesses,’ 1765-1790 (Central european studies) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Robert Knight:

The e-book untitled The Charmed Circle: Joseph II and the ‘Five Princesses,’ 1765-1790 (Central european
studies) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
The Charmed Circle: Joseph II and the ‘Five Princesses,’ 1765-1790 (Central european studies) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Clyde King:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Charmed Circle: Joseph II
and the ‘Five Princesses,’ 1765-1790 (Central european studies) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Charmed
Circle: Joseph II and the ‘Five Princesses,’ 1765-1790 (Central european studies) become your current
starter.
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