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The "House Divided" speech helped to win Lincoln the presidency; the Gettysburg Address made him an
icon. How did Lincoln come to speak the words that would change a nation? Analyzing the ideas and
rhetoric in these two crucial speeches, Carl F. Wieck argues that the radical abolitionist movement exerted a
significant influence on Lincoln's thought and moral development.

One of the most famous phrases in the Gettysburg Address—"government of the people, by the people, for
the people"—was previously associated with Unitarian minister and radical abolitionist Theodore Parker,
and Wieck argues that Lincoln's debt to Parker extends far beyond borrowing these few words. Establishing
a clear connection between Lincoln and Parker through their mutual friend and Lincoln's law partner,
William Herndon, Wieck traces the similarities between Lincoln's key speeches and the philosophy, rhetoric,
logic, and ideas found in writings by Parker and other abolitionists.

Ever the cautious politician, Lincoln sought to hide his intellectual and personal connections to the maligned
and unpopular abolitionists. The usefulness of such subterfuge became apparent when, after John Brown's
attempt to incite a slave revolt, Lincoln could truthfully state that he had no direct contact with radical
abolitionists. In the meantime, Lincoln not only drew from Parker's abolitionist propaganda but also was
influenced by Daniel Webster, a fervent nationalist who had advocated compromise over slavery in order to
preserve the Union. Combining these seemingly contradictory political traditions, Lincoln created a
contested middle position that ultimately brought him to the White House.

Tracing the Great Emancipator's political ideology from the antebellum era and culminating at Gettysburg,
Lincoln's Quest for Equality sheds new light on the intellectual development of the president who reshaped
American political culture.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg book is readable simply
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
of Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg content conveys the idea easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means
of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Michael Griffin:

The book untitled Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can
get the e-book of Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Steven Craig:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all
of you.

Matthew Haley:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Lincoln's Quest for Equality: The Road to Gettysburg. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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