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In central Brussels stands a statue of a young woman. Built in 1923, it is the first monument to a working-
class woman in European history. Her name was Gabrielle Petit. History has forgotten Petit, an ambitious
and patriotic Belgian, executed by firing squad in 1916 for her role as an intelligence agent for the British
Army. After the First World War she was celebrated as an example of stern endeavour, but a hundred years
later her memory has faded.

In the first part of this historical biography Sophie De Schaepdrijver uses Petit's life to explore gender, class
and heroism in the context of occupied Europe. Petit's experiences reveal the reality of civilian engagement
under military occupation and the emergence of modern espionage. The second part of the book focuses on
the legacy and cultural memory of Petit and the First World War. By analysing Petit's representation in
ceremony, discourse and popular culture De Schaepdrijver expands our understanding of remembrance
across the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in
the First World War it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book features high quality.

Annie Adcock:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life
of a Female Spy in the First World War publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in the First World War as good book not
simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its
protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lillie Corley:

Beside this particular Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in the First World War in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female
Spy in the First World War because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book
but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Rhonda Joiner:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in the First
World War was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific



research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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