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Between the 1870s and 1950s collectors vigorously pursued the artifacts of Native American groups. Setting
out to preserve what they thought was a vanishing culture, they amassed ethnographic and archaeological
collections amounting to well over one million objects and founded museums throughout North America that
were meant to educate the public about American Indian skills, practices, and beliefs.

In Collecting Native America contributors examine the motivations, intentions, and actions of eleven
collectors who devoted substantial parts of their lives and fortunes to acquiring American Indian objects and
founding museums. They describe obsessive hobbyists such as George Heye, who, beginning with the
purchase of a lice-ridden shirt, built a collection that—still unsurpassed in richness, diversity, and
size—today forms the core of the Smithsonian's National Museum of the American Indian. Sheldon Jackson,
a Presbyterian missionary in Alaska, collected and displayed artifacts as a means of converting Native
peoples to Christianity. Clara Endicott Sears used sometimes invented displays and ceremonies at her Indian
Museum near Boston to emphasize Native American spirituality. The contributors chart the collectors'
diverse attitudes towards Native peoples, showing how their limited contact with American Indian groups
resulted in museums that revealed more about assumptions of the wider society than about the cultures being
described.
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From reader reviews:

Tony You:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Collecting Native America, 1870-1960.

Thomas Hodge:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Collecting Native America, 1870-1960. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book Collecting Native America, 1870-1960. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Wood:

The book Collecting Native America, 1870-1960 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Collecting Native America, 1870-
1960 to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-
book Collecting Native America, 1870-1960. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Floy Knowles:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Collecting Native America,
1870-1960 to read.
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