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Through the lens of a careful assessment of the political views of MIT’s Noam Chomsky and Harvard’s Alan
Dershowitz—the two protagonists of a Cambridge-based feud over the past forty years—author Howard
Friel chronicles an American intellectual history from the U.S. war in Vietnam in the 1960s to the
contemporary debate about the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Major findings reveal the consistency of Chomsky’s principled support of international law, human rights,
and civil liberties, and a reversal by Dershowitz from support in the 1960s to opposition of those legal
standards today. Whereas Chomsky has opposed aggressive war (including by the United States and Israel)
throughout his academic career, Dershowitz moved from opposing the war in Vietnam to supporting the
U.S.-led war on terrorism, which includes “preventive wars,” “preemptive attacks,” armed reprisals, and
targeted extrajudicial killings. Although Dershowitz once opposed the Nixon administration’s assault on civil
liberties, he now writes favorably about a “jurisprudence of the preventive state” in the United States, which
would likely legalize “preventive surveillance,” “preventive interrogations,” and “preventive detentions.”
Friel’s volume argues that a Chomskyan adherence by the United States to international law and human
rights would reduce the threat of terrorism and preserve civil liberties, that the Dershowitz-backed war on
terrorism increases the threat of terrorism and undermines civil liberties, and that the incremental but steady
transition toward a preventive state threatens the permanent suspension of civil liberties in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Taylor:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the
End of Civil Liberties. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important some sort of book Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of
Civil Liberties. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Melvin Hayes:

The book Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties for being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Chomsky and Dershowitz: On
Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Clarence McKeever:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Chomsky and Dershowitz: On
Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Etsuko Siler:

Exactly why? Because this Chomsky and Dershowitz: On Endless War and the End of Civil Liberties is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I



will go to the book store hurriedly.
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