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Broadway star Ethel Merman's voice was a mesmerizing force and her vitality was legendary, yet the
popular perception of La Merm as the irrepressible wonder falls far short of all that she was and all that she
meant to Americans over so many decades. This marvelously detailed biography is the first to tell the full
story of how the stenographer from Queens, New York, became the queen of the Broadway musical in its
golden age. Mining official and unofficial sources, including interviews with Merman's family and her
personal scrapbooks, Caryl Flinn unearths new details of Merman's life and finds that behind the high-octane
personality was a remarkably pragmatic woman who never lost sight of her roots.

Brass Diva takes us from Merman's working-class beginnings through the extraordinary career that was
launched in 1930 when, playing a secondary role in a Gershwin Brothers' show, she became an overnight
sensation singing "I Got Rhythm." From there, we follow Merman's hits on Broadway, her uneven successes
in Hollywood, and her afterlife as a beloved camp icon. This definitive work on the phenomenon that was
Ethel Merman is also the first to thoroughly explore her robust influence on American popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Wheeler:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Brass Diva: The Life and
Legends of Ethel Merman book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeremy Bryant:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Brass Diva: The Life and Legends of Ethel
Merman is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

William Culley:

You may get this Brass Diva: The Life and Legends of Ethel Merman by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.

Larry Pulido:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Brass Diva: The Life and Legends of Ethel
Merman was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Brass Diva: The Life and
Legends of Ethel Merman has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.
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