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The legal treatment of sexual behavior is a subject that receives little scholarly attention in the field of
Middle East women's studies. Important questions about the relationship between sexuality and the law and
about the societies enforcing that relationship are rarely addressed in the current literature. Elyse
Semerdjian's "Off the Straight Path" takes a bold step toward filling that gap, offering a fascinating look at
the historical progression of Islamic law's treatment of illicit sex.Semerdjian provides a comprehensive
review of the concept of zina, sexual indiscretion, exploring the diverse interpretation of zina crime as
presented in a variety of sources from the Qur'an and hadith to legal literature. She then delves into the
history of legal responses to zina within the specific community of Aleppo, Syria.Drawing on a wealth of
shari 'a court records, Semerdjian brings to life Syrian society during the Ottoman period. With vivid detail,
she describes specific women's lives and experiences as their cases are presented before the court.
Semerdjian argues that the actual treatment of zina crimes in the courts differs substantially from sentences
prescribed by codifed Islamic jurisprudence. In contrast to the violent corporal punishments dictated in the
Islamic legal code, the courts often punished crimes of sexual indiscretion with nonviolent sentences, such as
removal from the community. Employing exceptional insight, "Off the Straight Path" presents a powerful
challenge to the traditional view of Islamic law, enabling a richer understanding of Islamic society.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Off the Straight Path: Illicit
Sex, Law, and Community in Ottoman Aleppo (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) to read.

Austin Lawrence:

The book untitled Off the Straight Path: Illicit Sex, Law, and Community in Ottoman Aleppo (Gender,
Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Off the Straight Path: Illicit Sex, Law, and Community in Ottoman Aleppo (Gender, Culture, and
Politics in the Middle East) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Everett Dean:

Off the Straight Path: Illicit Sex, Law, and Community in Ottoman Aleppo (Gender, Culture, and Politics in
the Middle East) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Off the Straight Path: Illicit Sex, Law, and
Community in Ottoman Aleppo (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East) however doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Carmine Caulfield:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Off the Straight Path: Illicit Sex, Law, and Community in Ottoman Aleppo (Gender, Culture, and
Politics in the Middle East) when you required it?
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