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The single woman is a troubling and disruptive category. Does it denote all unmarried women, therefore
creating a group which every female was part of at some stage in her life? Or, were the categories "maiden"
and "widow" so culturally significant in late medieval England that "single woman" was a residual category
for women seen as anomalous? Was the category "single man" used in an equivalent way and, if not, why?
This study offers a way into the complex process of social classification in late medieval England.

All societies use classifications in order to understand and impose order. In this book, Cordelia Beattie views
classification as a political act, an act of power: those classifying must make choices about which divisions
are most important or about who falls into which category, and such choices have repercussions. Defining
how a group or an individual should be labelled, means variables such as social status, gender, or age, are
prioritized. Rather than isolate gender as a variable, this book examines how it relates to other social
cleavages. Using a variety of approaches, from social and cultural history, to gender history, and medieval
studies, its original methodology offers an innovative approach to a range of historical texts, from pastoral
manuals to tax returns, and guild registers.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Lester:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Medieval Single Women: The Politics of
Social Classification in Late Medieval England is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Felix Talarico:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Medieval Single
Women: The Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England will give you a new experience in
reading a book.

James Robinson:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Medieval Single Women: The
Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Tanya Caggiano:

You may get this Medieval Single Women: The Politics of Social Classification in Late Medieval England
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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