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In nineteenth-century America, the law insisted that marriage was a permanent relationship defined by the
husband's authority and the wife's dependence. Yet at the same time the law created the means to escape that
relationship. How was this possible? And how did wives and husbands experience marriage within that legal
regime? These are the complexities that Hendrik Hartog plumbs in a study of the powers of law and its
limits.

Exploring a century and a half of marriage through stories of struggle and conflict mined from case records,
Hartog shatters the myth of a golden age of stable marriage. He describes the myriad ways the law shaped
and defined marital relations and spousal identities, and how individuals manipulated and reshaped the rules
of the American states to fit their needs. We witness a compelling cast of characters: wives who attempted to
leave abusive husbands, women who manipulated their marital status for personal advantage, accidental and
intentional bigamists, men who killed their wives' lovers, couples who insisted on divorce in a legal culture
that denied them that right.

As we watch and listen to these men and women, enmeshed in law and escaping from marriages, we catch
reflected images both of ourselves and our parents, of our desires and our anxieties about marriage. Hartog
shows how our own conflicts and confusions about marital roles and identities are rooted in the history of
marriage and the legal struggles that defined and transformed it.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Man and Wife in America: A History can be great book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Kelly Blow:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Man and Wife in America: A History was filled with regards
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Andrew Leavens:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Man and Wife in America: A History was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Man and Wife in America: A History has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Tania Hansen:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Man and Wife in America: A History when you required it?
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