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Following the move by Chiang Kai-shek and the Chinese Nationalist Party Kuomingtang (KMT) to Taiwan
after losing the Chinese civil war to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in the late 1940s, and Chiang’s
subsequent lifelong vow to reclaim the mainland, "China " has occupied—if not monopolized—the gaze of
Taiwan, where its projected images are reflected. Whether mirror image, shadow, or ideal contrast, China
has been, and will continue to be, a key reference point in Taiwan's convoluted effort to find its identity.

Language, Politics and Identity in Taiwan traces the intertwined paths of five sets of names Taiwan has used
to name China since the KMT came to Taiwan in 1949: the derogatory "Communist bandits"; the
ideologically focused "Chinese Communists"; the seemingly neutral geographical designators "mainland"
and "opposite shore/both shores"; and the ethnic and national label "China," with the official designation,
"People's Republic of China." In doing so, it explores how Taiwanese identities are constituted and
reconstituted in the shifting and switching of names for China; in the application of these names to
alternative domains of Taiwanese life; in the waning or waxing of names following tides of history and
polity; and in the increasingly contested meaning of names. Through textual analyses of historical archives
and other mediated texts and artifacts, the chapters chart Taiwan's identity negotiation over the past half
century and critically evaluate key interconnections between language and politics.

This unique book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Taiwan studies, Chinese politics,
communication studies and linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Delbert Lambert:

The knowledge that you get from Language, Politics and Identity in Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge
Research on Taiwan Series) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words
the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Language,
Politics and Identity in Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge Research on Taiwan Series) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Language, Politics and Identity in
Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge Research on Taiwan Series) instantly.

Christopher Hartwick:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Language, Politics and Identity in Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge Research on Taiwan Series).

Mark Nixon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Language, Politics and Identity in Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge Research on Taiwan Series)
the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Language, Politics and Identity in
Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge Research on Taiwan Series) giving you yet another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Cindy Mattis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is



very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Language, Politics and Identity in
Taiwan: Naming China (Routledge Research on Taiwan Series).
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