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Divination and Human Nature casts a new perspective on the rich tradition of ancient divination--the reading
of divine signs in oracles, omens, and dreams. Popular attitudes during classical antiquity saw these readings
as signs from the gods while modern scholars have treated such beliefs as primitive superstitions. In this
book, Peter Struck reveals instead that such phenomena provoked an entirely different accounting from the
ancient philosophers. These philosophers produced subtle studies into what was an odd but observable fact--
that humans could sometimes have uncanny insights--and their work signifies an early chapter in the
cognitive history of intuition.

Examining the writings of Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, and the Neoplatonists, Struck demonstrates that they
all observed how, setting aside the charlatans and swindlers, some people had premonitions defying the
typical bounds of rationality. Given the wide differences among these ancient thinkers, Struck notes that they
converged on seeing this surplus insight as an artifact of human nature, projections produced under specific
conditions by our physiology. For the philosophers, such unexplained insights invited a speculative search
for an alternative and more naturalistic system of cognition.

Recovering a lost piece of an ancient tradition, Divination and Human Nature illustrates how philosophers of
the classical era interpreted the phenomena of divination as a practice closer to intuition and instinct than
magic.
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From reader reviews:

Lizzie Chandler:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of
Intuition in Classical Antiquity. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in
Classical Antiquity. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ken Martin:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical
Antiquity this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Bryant Davidson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Divination and Human
Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's see.

Shawn Hoffman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History
of Intuition in Classical Antiquity.
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