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Mama Might Be Better Off Dead is an unsettling, profound look at the human face of health care. Both
disturbing and illuminating, it immerses readers in the lives of four generations of a poor, African-American
family beset with the devastating illnesses that are all too common in America's inner-cities.

The story takes place in North Lawndale, a neighborhood that lies in the shadows of Chicago's Loop.
Although surrounded by some of the city's finest medical facilities, North Lawndale is one of the sickest,
most medically underserved communities in the country. Headed by Jackie Banes, who oversees the care of
a diabetic grandmother, a husband on kidney dialysis, an ailing father, and three children, the Banes family
contends with countless medical crises. From visits to emergency rooms and dialysis units, to trials with
home care, to struggles for Medicaid eligibility, Abraham chronicles their access (or lack of access) to
medical care.

Told sympathetically but without sentimentality, their story reveals an inadequate health care system that is
further undermined by the direct and indirect effects of poverty. When people are poor, they become sick
easily. When people are sick, their families quickly become poorer.

Embedded in the family narrative is a lucid analysis of the gaps, inconsistencies, and inequalities the poor
face when they seek health care. This book reveals what health care policies crafted in Washington, D. C. or
state capitals look like when they hit the street. It shows how Medicaid and Medicare work and don't work,
the Catch-22s of hospital financing in the inner city, the racial politics of organ transplants, the failure of
childhood immunization programs, the vexed issues of individual responsibility and institutional paternalism.
One observer puts it this way: "Show me the poor woman who finds a way to get everything she's entitled to
in the system, and I'll show you a woman who could run General Motors."

Abraham deftly weaves these themes together to make a persuasive case for health care reform while
unflinchingly presenting the complexities that will make true reform as difficult as it is necessary. Mama
Might Be Better Off Dead is a book with the power to change the way health care is understood in America.
For those seeking to learn what our current system of health care promises and what it delivers, it offers a
place for the debate to begin.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

This Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban America are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure
of Health Care in Urban America can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban
America forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Linda Manuel:

The book with title Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban America has a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Carol Shull:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban America.

Harold Houston:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Mama Might Be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in
Urban America. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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