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Darwin made a powerful argument for evolution in the Origin of Species, based on all the evidence available
to him. But a few things puzzled him. One was how inheritance works - he did not know about genes. This
book concerns another of Darwin's Dilemmas, and the efforts of modern palaeontologists to solve it.

What puzzled Darwin is that the most very ancient rocks, before the Cambrian, seemed to be barren, when he
would expect them to be teeming with life. Darwin speculated that this was probably because the fossils had
not been found yet. Decades of work by modern palaeontologists have indeed brought us amazing fossils
from far beyond the Cambrian, from the depths of the Precambrian, so life was certainly around. Yet the
fossils are enigmatic, and something does seem to happen around the Cambrian
to speed up evolution drastically and produce many of the early forms of animals we know today. In this
book, Martin Brasier, a leading palaeontologist working on early life, takes us into the deep, dark ages of the
Precambrian to explore Darwin's Lost World.

Decoding the evidence in these ancient rocks, piecing together the puzzle of what happened over 540 million
years ago to drive what is known as the Cambrian Explosion, is very difficult. The world was vastly different
then from the one we know now, and we are in terrain with few familiar landmarks. Brasier is a master
storyteller, and combines the account of what we now know of the strange creatures of these ancient times
with engaging and amusing anecdotes from his expeditions to Siberia,
Outer Mongolia, Barbuda, and other places, giving a vivid impression of the people, places, and challenges
involved in such work. He ends by presenting his own take on the Cambrian Explosion, based on the picture
emerging from this very active field of research. A vital clue involves worms - burrowing
worms are one of the key signs of the start of the Cambrian. This is fitting: Darwin was inordinately fond of
worms.
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From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

The book Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science)? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of
animal life (Popular Science) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Lyons:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Darwin's Lost World: The hidden
history of animal life (Popular Science) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Mary Norman:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Darwin's Lost
World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science).

Mary Lewis:

The actual book Darwin's Lost World: The hidden history of animal life (Popular Science) has a lot details
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.
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