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In early 1864, as the Confederate Army of Tennessee licked its wounds after being routed at the Battle of
Chattanooga, Major-General Patrick Cleburne (the "Stonewall of the West") proposed that "the most
courageous of our slaves" be trained as soldiers and that "every slave in the South who shall remain true to
the Confederacy in this war" be freed. In Confederate Emancipation, Bruce Levine looks closely at such
Confederate plans to arm and free slaves. He shows that within a year of Cleburne's proposal, which was
initially rejected out of hand, Jefferson Davis, Judah P. Benjamin, and Robert E. Lee had all reached the
same conclusions. At that point, the idea was debated widely in newspapers and drawing rooms across the
South, as more and more slaves fled to Union lines and fought in the ranks of the Union army. Eventually,
the soldiers of Lee's army voted on the proposal, and the Confederate government actually enacted a version
of it in March. The Army issued the necessary orders just two weeks before Appomattox, too late to affect
the course of the war. Throughout the book, Levine captures the voices of blacks and whites, wealthy
planters and poor farmers, soldiers and officers, and newspaper editors and politicians from all across the
South. In the process, he sheds light on such hot-button topics as what the Confederacy was fighting for,
whether black southerners were willing to fight in large numbers in defense of the South, and what this
episode foretold about life and politics in the post-war South.
Confederate Emancipation offers an engaging and illuminating account of a fascinating and politically
charged idea, setting it firmly and vividly in the context of the Civil War and the part played in it by the issue
of slavery and the actions of the slaves themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Jennings:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm
Slaves during the Civil War. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the
Civil War. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Rose Miller:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular
Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War to read.

Alan Malbrough:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Confederate Emancipation: Southern
Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kimberly Wheatley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Confederate Emancipation:
Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice



only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free
and Arm Slaves during the Civil War become your starter.
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