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Murder, street brawls, marital squabbles, infidelity, official corruption, public insults, and rebellion are just a
few of the social layers Reuben Zahler investigates as he studies the dramatic shifts in Venezuela as it
transformed from a Spanish colony to a modern republic. His book Ambitious Rebels illuminates the
enormous changes in honor, law, and political culture that occurred and how ordinary men and women
promoted or rejected those changes.

In a highly engaging style, Zahler examines gender and class against the backdrop of Venezuelan institutions
and culture during the late colonial period through post-independence (known as the “middle period”). His
fine-grained analysis shows that liberal ideals permeated the elite and popular classes to a substantial degree
while Venezuelan institutions enjoyed impressive levels of success. Showing remarkable ambition,
Venezuela’s leaders aspired to transform a colony that adhered to the king, the church, and tradition into a
liberal republic with minimal state intervention, a capitalistic economy, freedom of expression and religion,
and an elected, representative government.

Subtle but surprisingly profound changes of a liberal nature occurred, as evidenced by evolving standards of
honor, appropriate gender roles, class and race relations, official conduct, courtroom evidence, press
coverage, economic behavior, and church-state relations. This analysis of the philosophy of the elites and the
daily lives of common men and women reveals in particular the unwritten, unofficial norms that lacked legal
sanction but still greatly affected political structures.

Relying on extensive archival resources, Zahler focuses on Venezuela but provides a broader perspective on
Latin American history. His examination provides a comprehensive look at intellectual exchange across the
Atlantic, comparative conditions throughout the Americas, and the tension between traditional norms and
new liberal standards in a postcolonial society.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Hutchison:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Ambitious Rebels: Remaking
Honor, Law, and Liberalism in Venezuela, 1780-1850. All type of book can you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Maria Ives:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Ambitious Rebels:
Remaking Honor, Law, and Liberalism in Venezuela, 1780-1850 suitable to you? Often the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ambitious Rebels: Remaking Honor, Law, and
Liberalism in Venezuela, 1780-1850is a single of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Daryl Glover:

This Ambitious Rebels: Remaking Honor, Law, and Liberalism in Venezuela, 1780-1850 is great book for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or
we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Ambitious Rebels: Remaking Honor, Law, and Liberalism in Venezuela, 1780-
1850 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Phillip Martin:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Ambitious Rebels: Remaking Honor, Law, and Liberalism in Venezuela,
1780-1850 can make you sense more interested to read.
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