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Even before the Depression, unemployment, low wages, substandard housing, and poor health plagued many
women in what was then one of America’s poorest cities—San Antonio. Divided by tradition, prejudice, or
law into three distinct communities of Mexican Americans, Anglos, and African Americans, San Antonio
women faced hardships based on their personal economic circumstances as well as their identification with a
particular racial or ethnic group.

Women of the Depression, first published in 1984, presents a unique study of life in a city whose society
more nearly reflected divisions by the concept of caste rather than class. Caste was conferred by
identification with a particular ethnic or racial group, and it defined nearly every aspect of women’s lives.
Historian Julia Kirk Blackwelder shows that Depression-era San Antonio, with its majority Mexican
American population, its heavy dependence on tourism and light industry, and its domination by an Anglo
elite, suffered differently as a whole than other American cities. Loss of migrant agricultural work drove
thousands of Mexican Americans into the barrios on the west side of San Antonio, and with the intense
repatriation fervor of the 1930s, the fear of deportation inhibited many Mexican Americans from seeking
public or private aid.

The author combines excerpts from personal letters, diaries, and interviews with government statistics to
present a collective view of discrimination and culture and the strength of both in the face of crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lane:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Women of the Depression: Caste and Culture
in San Antonio, 1929-1939 (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies). All type of book could you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Gladys James:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Women of the Depression: Caste and Culture
in San Antonio, 1929-1939 (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) book because this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Alberto Benson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be go through.
Women of the Depression: Caste and Culture in San Antonio, 1929-1939 (Texas A&M Southwestern
Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Cynthia Kipp:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Women of the Depression: Caste and Culture in San Antonio,
1929-1939 (Texas A&M Southwestern Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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