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The greatest accomplishment of Western civilization is arguably the achievement of individual liberty
through limits on the power of the state. In the war-torn twentieth century, we rarely hear that one of the
main costs of armed conflict is long-term loss of liberty to winners and losers alike. Beyond the obvious and
direct costs of dead and wounded soldiers, there is the lifetime struggle of veterans to live with their
nightmares and their injuries; the hidden economic costs of inflation, debts, and taxes; and more generally
the damages caused to our culture, our morality, and to civilization at large. The new edition is now available
in paperback, with a number of new essays. It represents a large-scale collective effort to pierce the veils of
myth and propaganda to reveal the true costs of war, above all, the cost to liberty.

Central to this volume are the views of Ludwig von Mises on war and foreign policy. Mises argued that war,
along with colonialism and imperialism, is the greatest enemy of freedom and prosperity, and that peace
throughout the world cannot be achieved until the central governments of the major nations become limited
in scope and power. In the spirit of these theorems by Mises, the contributors to this volume consider the
costs of war generally and assess specific corrosive effects of major American wars since the Revolution.
The first section includes chapters on the theoretical and institutional dimensions of the relationship between
war and society, including conscription, infringements on freedom, the military as an engine of social
change, war and literature, and the right of citizens to bear arms. The second group includes reconsiderations
of Lincoln and Churchill, an analysis of the anti-interventionist idea in American politics, a discussion of the
meaning of the "just war," an assessment of how World War I changed the course of Western civilization,
and finally two eyewitness accounts of the true horrors of actual combat by veterans of World War II. The
Costs of War is unique in its combination of historical scope and timeliness for current debates about foreign
policy and military intervention. It will be of interest to historians, political scientists, economists, and
sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

The book The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Costs of War: America's
Pyrrhic Victories to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a
guide The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Howard Joyce:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic
Victories that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you may pick The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories become your starter.

Matthew Sewell:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Chrissy Stallings:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
The Costs of War: America's Pyrrhic Victories when you essential it?
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