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A report in 1833 by a committee of three respected Kingston colonials called for the construction of a
limestone penitentiary on Hatter’s Bay to the west of the town. Their report contained these words of advice
for its future governors: "…[shall] be a place by every means not cruel and not affecting the health of the
offender, [but] shall be rendered so irksome and so terrible that during his lifetime he may dread nothing so
much as a repetition of the punishment…" The obvious contradiction within this historical mandate of
Canada’s Big House has bedevilled the entire history of the jail. Its original high moral purpose - penitence
through silent reflection - drifted away into the foggy realm of official myth almost as soon as the first
convicts arrived in 1835.

This semi-documentary study of the Kingston Penitentiary by a local writer and historian lays bare in cool
prose the rapid descent from puritanical purpose to merely punitive management. For the first 75 years,
repression was accepted as the norm, even applauded, by the local citizens, some of the inmates, and the
political establishment. Over the last hundred years, repressive practices at Kingston Peneitentiary have been
publicized, analyzed, and increasingly denounced. In the outcome, the Big House at Kingston has become
almost unmanageable. What to do with it? The question still hangs in the air.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Joseph:

The book Canada's Big House: The Dark History of the Kingston Penitentiary gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Canada's Big House: The Dark History of the Kingston Penitentiary to become your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Canada's Big House: The
Dark History of the Kingston Penitentiary. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Willie Dreher:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Canada's Big
House: The Dark History of the Kingston Penitentiary suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Canada's Big House: The Dark History of the
Kingston Penitentiaryis the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Nathan Osborne:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Canada's Big House: The Dark History of the Kingston Penitentiary this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Mary Gilbert:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know



that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Canada's Big House: The Dark History of the Kingston Penitentiary can make
you feel more interested to read.
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