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After 2,000 years of flawed history, here at last is a magnificent new biography of Mary Magdalene that
draws her out of the shadows of history and restores her to her rightful place of importance in Christianity.

Throughout history, Mary Magdalene has been both revered and reviled, a woman who has taken on many
forms—witch, whore, the incarnation of the eternal feminine, the devoted companion (and perhaps even the
wife) of Jesus. In this brilliant new biography, Bruce Chilton, a renowned biblical scholar, offers the first
complete and authoritative portrait of this fascinating woman. Through groundbreaking interpretations of
ancient texts, Chilton shows that Mary played a central role in Jesus’ ministry and was a seminal figure in
the creation of Christianity.

Chilton traces the evolving images of Mary Magdalene and the legends surrounding her. He explains why,
despite her prominence, the Gospels actually say so little about her and why the Catholic Church for
thousands of years has sought to marginalize her importance. In a probing look at the Church’s attitudes
toward women, he investigates Christian misogyny in the ancient world, including the suppression of women
priests who patterned their activities on Mary’s; explores the impact of Gnostic ambivalence toward women
on its depictions of Mary; and shows that these traditions still influence modern portrayals of her.

Chilton’s descriptions of who Mary Magdalene was and what she did challenge the male-dominated history
of Christianity familiar to most readers. Placing Mary within the traditions of Jewish female savants, Chilton
presents a visionary figure who was fully immersed in the mystical teachings that shaped Jesus’ own
teachings and a woman who was a religious master in her own right.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Worsley:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Mary Magdalene: A Biography.

Kenneth Kan:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mary Magdalene: A Biography can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Walter Rojas:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Mary Magdalene: A Biography was bright colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Mary Magdalene: A Biography has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Erica Northern:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this modern era
like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to newspaper,
magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Mary
Magdalene: A Biography when you desired it?
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