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This is a book about the making and unmaking of sex over the centuries. It tells the astonishing story of sex
in the West from the ancients to the moderns in a precise account of developments in reproductive anatomy
and physiology. We cannot fail to recognize the players in Thomas Laqueur's story--the human sexual organs
and pleasures, food, blood, semen, egg, sperm--but we will be amazed at the plots into which they have been
woven by scientists, political activists, literary figures, and theorists of every stripe.

Laqueur begins with the question of why, in the late eighteenth century, woman's orgasm came to be
regarded as irrelevant to conception, and he then proceeds to retrace the dramatic changes in Western views
of sexual characteristics over two millennia. Along the way, two "masterplots" emerge. In the one-sex story,
woman is an imperfect version of man, and her anatomy and physiology are construed accordingly: the
vagina is seen as an interior penis, the womb as a scrotum, the ovaries as testicles. The body is thus a
representation, not the foundation, of social gender. The second plot tends to dominate post-Enlightenment
thinking while the one-sex model is firmly rooted in classical learning. The two-sex story says that the body
determines gender differences, that woman is the opposite of man with incommensurably different organs,
functions, and feelings. The two plots overlap; neither ever holds a monopoly. Science may establish many
new facts, but even so, Laqueur argues, science was only providing a new way of speaking, a rhetoric and
not a key to female liberation or to social progress. Making Sex ends with Freud, who denied the
neurological evidence to insist that, as a girl becomes a woman, the locus of her sexual pleasure shifts from
the clitoris to the vagina; she becomes what culture demands despite, not because of, the body. Turning
Freud's famous dictum around, Laqueur posits that destiny is anatomy. Sex, in other words, is an artifice.

This is a powerful story, written with verve and a keen sense of telling detail (be it technically rigorous or
scabrously fanciful). Making Sex will stimulate thought, whether argument or surprised agreement, in a wide
range of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud.

Lewis Tuggle:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Making
Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get just before. The Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Vicky Penn:

Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Making Sex: Body and Gender
from the Greeks to Freud however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Frederick Cagle:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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