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One of our most eminent Lincoln scholars, winner of a Lincoln Prize for his Lincoln at Cooper Union,
examines the four months between Lincoln's election and inauguration, when the president-elect made
the most important decision of his coming presidency -- there would be no compromise on slavery or
secession of the slaveholding states, even at the cost of civil war.

Abraham Lincoln first demonstrated his determination and leadership in the Great Secession Winter -- the
four months between his election in November 1860 and his inauguration in March 1861 -- when he rejected
compromises urged on him by Republicans and Democrats, Northerners and Southerners, that might have
preserved the Union a little longer but would have enshrined slavery for generations. Though Lincoln has
been criticized by many historians for failing to appreciate the severity of the secession crisis that greeted his
victory, Harold Holzer shows that the presidentelect waged a shrewd and complex campaign to prevent the
expansion of slavery while vainly trying to limit secession to a few Deep South states.

During this most dangerous White House transition in American history, the country had two presidents: one
powerless (the president-elect, possessing no constitutional authority), the other paralyzed (the incumbent
who refused to act). Through limited, brilliantly timed and crafted public statements, determined private
letters, tough political pressure, and personal persuasion, Lincoln guaranteed the integrity of the American
political process of majority rule, sounded the death knell of slavery, and transformed not only his own
image but that of the presidency, even while making inevitable the war that would be necessary to make
these achievements permanent.

Lincoln President-Elect is the first book to concentrate on Lincoln's public stance and private agony during
these months and on the momentous consequences when he first demonstrated his determination and
leadership. Holzer recasts Lincoln from an isolated prairie politician yet to establish his greatness, to a
skillful shaper of men and opinion and an immovable friend of freedom at a decisive moment when
allegiance to the founding credo "all men are created equal" might well have been sacrificed.
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From reader reviews:

David Gaytan:

This Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln
and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and
the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Lincoln
President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Bruce Jackson:

This Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 usually are
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Lincoln President-Elect:
Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 can be one of the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln
and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Vera Pinckney:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession
Winter 1860-1861 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Olivia Dickert:

Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 can be one of your



nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Lincoln President-Elect: Abraham Lincoln and the Great Secession Winter 1860-1861 but doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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