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No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly every regime today claims to
be democratic, but not all 'democracies' allow free politics, and free politics existed long before democratic
franchises.

This book is a short account of the history of the doctrine and practice of democracy, from ancient Greece
and Rome through the American, French, and Russian revolutions, and of the usages and practices associated
with it in the modern world. It argues that democracy is a necessary but not a sufficient condition for good
government, and that ideas of the rule of law, and of human rights, should in some situations limit
democratic claims.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Wells:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Democracy:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Defazio:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Democracy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Democracy: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Democracy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You never really
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Bruce Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Democracy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) as the daily resource information.

Concepcion Bass:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Democracy: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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