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How should we understand the fear and fascination elicited by the accounts of communicable disease
outbreaks that proliferated, following the emergence of HIV, in scientific publications and the mainstream
media? The repetition of particular characters, images, and story lines—of Patients Zero and superspreaders,
hot zones and tenacious microbes—produced a formulaic narrative as they circulated through the media and
were amplified in popular fiction and film. The “outbreak narrative” begins with the identification of an
emerging infection, follows it through the global networks of contact and contagion, and ends with the
epidemiological work that contains it. Priscilla Wald argues that we need to understand the appeal and
persistence of the outbreak narrative because the stories we tell about disease emergence have consequences.
As they disseminate information, they affect survival rates and contagion routes. They upset economies.
They promote or mitigate the stigmatizing of individuals, groups, locales, behaviors, and lifestyles.

Wald traces how changing ideas about disease emergence and social interaction coalesced in the outbreak
narrative. She returns to the early years of microbiology—to the identification of microbes and “Typhoid
Mary,” the first known healthy human carrier of typhoid in the United States—to highlight the intertwined
production of sociological theories of group formation (“social contagion”) and medical theories of
bacteriological infection at the turn of the twentieth century. Following the evolution of these ideas, Wald
shows how they were affected by—or reflected in—the advent of virology, Cold War ideas about “alien”
infiltration, science-fiction stories of brainwashing and body snatchers, and the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
Contagious is a cautionary tale about how the stories we tell circumscribe our thinking about global health
and human interactions as the world imagines—or refuses to imagine—the next Great Plague.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

The book Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John
Hope Franklin Center Book) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a guide Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center
Book). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Martha Skaggs:

This Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is fresh
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this
Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These
books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Donald Sams:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and
the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) as well as others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the
Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.

Jennifer Smith:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those guides have



many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book.
Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book
Contagious: Cultures, Carriers, and the Outbreak Narrative (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). You can
more attractive than now.
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