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One of the enduring concerns of moral philosophy is deciding who or what is deserving of ethical
consideration. Much recent attention has been devoted to the "animal question" -- consideration of the moral
status of nonhuman animals. In this book, David Gunkel takes up the "machine question": whether and to
what extent intelligent and autonomous machines of our own making can be considered to have legitimate
moral responsibilities and any legitimate claim to moral consideration. The machine question poses a
fundamental challenge to moral thinking, questioning the traditional philosophical conceptualization of
technology as a tool or instrument to be used by human agents. Gunkel begins by addressing the question of
machine moral agency: whether a machine might be considered a legitimate moral agent that could be held
responsible for decisions and actions. He then approaches the machine question from the other side,
considering whether a machine might be a moral patient due legitimate moral consideration. Finally, Gunkel
considers some recent innovations in moral philosophy and critical theory that complicate the machine
question, deconstructing the binary agent--patient opposition itself. Technological advances may prompt us
to wonder if the science fiction of computers and robots whose actions affect their human companions (think
of HAL in 2001: A Space Odyssey) could become science fact. Gunkel's argument promises to influence
future considerations of ethics, ourselves, and the other entities who inhabit this world.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

This The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics
(MIT Press) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) can
bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI,
Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Alejandra Dunlap:

This The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Machine Question:
Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) can be one of many great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on
AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Leslie Heidelberg:

The book The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) will bring one
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Machine Question: Critical
Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Willodean Samples:

You can get this The Machine Question: Critical Perspectives on AI, Robots, and Ethics (MIT Press) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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