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A central tenet of Catholic religious practice, confession relies upon the use of language between the penitent
and his or her confessor. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, as Spain colonized the Quechua-
speaking Andean world, the communication of religious beliefs and practices—especially the practice of
confession—to the native population became a primary concern, and as a result, expansive bodies of Spanish
ecclesiastic literature were translated into Quechua. In this fascinating study of the semantic changes evident
in translations of Catholic catechisms, sermons, and manuals, Regina Harrison demonstrates how the
translated texts often retained traces of ancient Andean modes of thought, despite the didactic lessons they
contained.

In Sin and Confession in Colonial Peru, Harrison draws directly from confession manuals to demonstrate
how sin was newly defined in Quechua lexemes, how the role of women was circumscribed to fit Old World
patterns, and how new monetized perspectives on labor and trade were taught to the subjugated indigenous
peoples of the Andes by means of the Ten Commandments. Although outwardly confession appears to be an
instrument of oppression, the reformer Bartolomé de Las Casas influenced priests working in the Andes;
through their agency, confessional practice ultimately became a political weapon to compel Spanish
restitution of Incan lands and wealth. Bringing together an unprecedented study (and translation) of Quechua
religious texts with an expansive history of Andean and Spanish transculturation, Harrison uses the lens of
confession to understand the vast and telling ways in which language changed at the intersection of culture
and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Chambers:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Sin and Confession in
Colonial Peru: Spanish-Quechua Penitential Texts, 1560-1650 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in
Latin American and L). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Jessica Jennings:

Typically the book Sin and Confession in Colonial Peru: Spanish-Quechua Penitential Texts, 1560-1650 (Joe
R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this book.

Pamela Cole:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Sin and Confession in Colonial Peru: Spanish-Quechua Penitential Texts,
1560-1650 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) why because the great cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

William Rockwood:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Sin
and Confession in Colonial Peru: Spanish-Quechua Penitential Texts, 1560-1650 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano
Long Series in Latin American and L). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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