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Dodo Classics brings you another classic from Henry James, ‘Italian Hours’.
 
Italian Hours is a book of travel writing by Henry James published in 1909. The book collected essays that
James had written over nearly forty years about a country he knew and loved well. James extensively revised
and sometimes expanded the essays to create a more consistent whole. He also added two new essays and an
introduction.
 
Italian Hours ends with the phrase, “the luxury of loving Italy,” and everything in the book indicates that
James enjoyed this luxury to the fullest. But he was by no means a blind lover. His opening essay on Venice,
for instance, doesn’t gloss over the sad conditions of life for the city’s people: “Their habitations are
decayed; their taxes heavy; their pockets light; their opportunities few.”
Still, James goes on to sketch enough of the beauty of Venice to make it seem a fair compensation.
Throughout the book he constantly comes back to the beauty and amenity of Italian life, despite the all too
frequent material shortcomings. Venice and Rome get the most extended treatment, but James doesn’t
neglect the rest of the country. His Roman essays, though, show the strongest touch of his own experiences,
especially his long rides on horseback through the Campagna and his many walks through various
neighborhoods in the city.
 
Henry James, OM (15 April 1843 – 28 February 1916) was an American writer who spent most of his
writing career in Britain. He is regarded as one of the key figures of 19th-century literary realism. He was the
son of Henry James, Sr. and the brother of philosopher and psychologist William James and diarist Alice
James.
 
He is best known for a number of novels showing Americans encountering Europe and Europeans. His
method of writing from a character’s point of view allowed him to explore issues related to consciousness
and perception, and his style in later works has been compared to impressionist painting. His imaginative use
of point of view, interior monologue and unreliable narrators brought a new depth to narrative fiction.
 
James contributed significantly to literary criticism, particularly in his insistence that writers be allowed the
greatest possible freedom in presenting their view of the world. James claimed that a text must first and
foremost be realistic and contain a representation of life that is recognizable to its readers. Good novels, to
James, show life in action and are, most importantly, interesting.
In addition to his voluminous works of fiction he published articles and books of travel, biography,
autobiography, and criticism, and wrote plays. James alternated between America and Europe for the first
twenty years of his life; eventually he settled in England, becoming a British subject in 1915, one year before
his death. James was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1911, 1912, and 1916.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Italian
Hours (Henry James Collection)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Morris Reyna:

Here thing why this Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Italian Hours (Henry James Collection).
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in
the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) in e-book can be your alternative.

Sanjuana Day:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Italian Hours
(Henry James Collection).

Sylvia Ferland:

The publication with title Italian Hours (Henry James Collection) contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.
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