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Acclaimed composer Ned Rorem delights and provokes with a fearless collection of vivid memories,
critiques, and musings on life, music, and his world

Pulitzer Prize–winning American composer Ned Rorem has been lauded for his art songs, symphonies,
operas, and other orchestral works. With Critical Affairs, as with his other literary works, the great maestro
once again demonstrates that he is a master of words as well as music. Winner of the ASCAP Deems Taylor
Award, Critical Affairs opens a window into the brilliant mind of a multi-talented artist and acute observer of
the world around him.
 
Rorem is fearless—sometimes shameless—in critiques of his contemporaries and their work. He gives
glowing praise to those who merit it and tears down those he feels do not with a sharp and cunning wit. His
remembrances of past challenges and conquests, both artistic and sexual, alternately scandalize and
mesmerize, and his thoughts on everything from Walt Whitman to rock music carry weight and substance.
Through it all, the author retains his unique charm and grace, whether he’s confidently confessing a shocking
personal indiscretion or remembering with lyrical fondness a late musical giant who helped to shape his
extraordinary career.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Critical
Affairs: A Composer's Journal? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Isidro Wells:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Critical Affairs: A Composer's Journal book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Critical Affairs: A Composer's Journal as your daily
resource information.

Jonathan Baker:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Critical Affairs: A
Composer's Journal can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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