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What is the origin of music? In the last few decades this centuries-old puzzle has been reinvigorated by new
archaeological evidence and developments in the fields of cognitive science, linguistics, and evolutionary
theory. In this path-breaking book, renowned musicologist Gary Tomlinson draws from these areas to
construct a new narrative for the emergence of human music. Starting at a period of human prehistory long
before Homo sapiens or music existed, Tomlinson describes the incremental attainments that, by changing
the communication and society of prehumen species, laid the foundation for musical behaviors in more
recent times. He traces in Neandertals and early sapiens the accumulation and development of these
capacities, and he details their coalescence into modern musical behavior across the last hundred
millennia.But A Million Years of Music is not about music alone. Tomlinson builds a model of human
evolution that revises our understanding of the interaction of biology and culture across evolutionary time-
scales, challenging and enriching current models of our deep history. As he tells his story, he draws in other
emerging human traits: language, symbolism, a metaphysical imagination and the ritual it gives rise to,
complex social structure, and the use of advanced technologies. Tomlinson's model of evolution allows him
to account for much of what makes us a unique species in the world today and provides a new way of
understanding the appearance of humanity in its modern form.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human Modernity.

Jaime Howell:

This A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human Modernity is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human Modernity in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that?

Steven Parrish:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is A Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human Modernity this e-
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all
of you.

Katie Barry:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Million Years of Music: The
Emergence of Human Modernity can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't



know, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have A
Million Years of Music: The Emergence of Human Modernity.
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