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Despite historians' interest in cultural representations of the body, we tend to think of human anatomy and
physiology as scientific fact, not historical artifact. In this study Barbara Duden asserts that the most basic
biological and medical teams that we use to describe our own bodies - male or female, healthy or sick - are
indeed cultural constructions. She sets out to cross the traditional boundary between history and nature by
gaining access to the inner existence of a group of women who lived in bodies very different from our own.
These women were the patients of Johann Storch, a physician who lives and worked in the town of Eisenach,
Germany, during the first half of the 18th century. Storch meticulously documented the medical histories of
approximately 1800 women of all ages and social stations, often in their own words. This rich and unique
record of complaints, symptoms, diagnoses, and treatments reveals an alien understanding of the female
body and its function. Physical processes - digestion, menstruation, pregnancy - were not associated with
discrete internal organs. Blood ebbed and flowed rather than circulated; pregnancy did not exist until
quickening; menses could be discharged in the form of tears. Physical examination was not necessary to
medical care, and in many cases the doctor had no direct contact with his patient. Barbara Duden uses his
material to reanimates the female body that Johann Storch treated and that his patients inhabited, showing
that its structure, function and meaning - and therefore those of our own bodies - belong to history as well as
to nature.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

The book untitled The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's Patients in Eighteenth-Century Germany is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's Patients in
Eighteenth-Century Germany from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Michael Due:

Beside this particular The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's Patients in Eighteenth-Century Germany in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's
Patients in Eighteenth-Century Germany because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Chantal Dow:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's Patients in Eighteenth-Century Germany. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for
a other place.

Jesse Ward:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's
Patients in Eighteenth-Century Germany to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Woman Beneath the Skin: A Doctor's Patients in
Eighteenth-Century Germany can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of these time.
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