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In 1690, a dramatic account of piracy was published in Mexico City. The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez
described the incredible adventures of a poor Spanish American carpenter who was taken captive by British
pirates near the Philippines and forced to work for them for two years. After circumnavigating the world, he
was freed and managed to return to Mexico, where the Spanish viceroy commissioned the well-known
Mexican scholar Carlos de Sigüenza y Góngora to write down Ramírez's account as part of an imperial
propaganda campaign against pirates.The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez has long been regarded as a work
of fiction—in fact, as Latin America's first novel—but Fabio López Lázaro makes a convincing case that the
book is a historical account of real events, albeit full of distortions and lies. Using contemporary published
accounts, as well as newly discovered documents from Spanish, English, French, Portuguese, and Dutch
archives, he proves that Ramírez voyaged with one of the most famous pirates of all time, William Dampier.
López Lázaro's critical translation of The Misfortunes provides the only extensive Spanish eyewitness
account of pirates during the period in world history (1650-1750) when they became key agents of the
European powers jockeying for international political and economic dominance. An extensive introduction
places The Misfortunes within the worldwide struggle that Spain, England, and Holland waged against the
ambitious Louis XIV of France, which some historians consider to be the first world war.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

The book The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-
Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading a book The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-
Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) for
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a book The Misfortunes of
Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa
Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jeremy Clayton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The
Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe
R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture). All type of book is it
possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

John Stanley:

The particular book The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with
17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture)
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Diane Wilson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Misfortunes of Alonso
Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano



Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.
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