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What do Dr. Seuss, William Faulkner, Toni Morrison, Andrei Sakharov, and James Michener have in
common? They were all published by Bob Bernstein during his twenty-five-year run as president of Random
House, before he brought the dissidents Liu Binyan, Jacobo Timerman, Natan Sharansky, and Václav Havel
to worldwide attention in his role as the father of modern human rights.

Starting as an office boy at Simon & Schuster in 1946, Bernstein moved to Random House in 1956 and
succeeded Bennett Cerf as president ten years later. The rest is publishing and human rights history.

In a charming and self-effacing work, Bernstein reflects for the first time on his fairy tale publishing career,
hobnobbing with Truman Capote and E.L. Doctorow; conspiring with Kay Thompson on the Eloise series;
attending a rally for Random House author George McGovern with film star Claudette Colbert; and working
with publishing luminaries including Dick Simon, Alfred Knopf, Robert Gottlieb, André Schiffrin, Peter
Osnos, Susan Peterson, and Jason Epstein as Bernstein grew Random House from a $40 million to an $800
million–plus “money making juggernaut,” as Thomas Maier called it in his biography of Random House
owner Si Newhouse. In a book sure to be savored by anyone who has worked in the publishing industry,
fought for human rights, or wondered how Theodor Geisel became Dr. Seuss, Speaking Freely beautifully
captures a bygone era in the book industry and the first crucial years of a worldwide movement to protect
free speech and challenge tyranny around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Johnson:

The ability that you get from Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human Rights could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human
Rights giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Speaking
Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human Rights instantly.

Sheila Seim:

This Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human Rights are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and
Human Rights can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human Rights giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Pat Tran:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human Rights the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and Human Rights giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Ashley Robinette:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Speaking Freely: My Life in Publishing and
Human Rights reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Speaking Freely:



My Life in Publishing and Human Rights as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This
is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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