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When William Henry Hunt married Ida Alexander Gibbs in the spring of 1904, their wedding was a dazzling
Washington social event that joined an Oberlin-educated diplomat's daughter and a Wall Street veteran who
could trace his lineage to Jamestown. Their union took place in a world of refinement and privilege, but both
William and Ida had mixed-race backgrounds, and their country therefore placed severe restrictions on their
lives because at that time, "one drop of colored blood" classified anyone as a Negro. This "stain" of melanin
pushed the couple's achievements to the margins of American society. Nonetheless, as William followed a
career in the foreign service, Ida (whose grandfather was probably Richard Malcolm Johnson, a vice
president of the United States) moved in intellectual and political circles that included the likes of Frederick
Douglass, J. Pierpont Morgan, Booker T. Washington, Paul Laurence Dunbar, and Mary Church Terrell.

Born into slavery, William had an adventurous youth, including a brief career as a jockey and an interlude at
Williams College; ultimately he succeeded Ida's father as consul. The diplomat's "expatriate" life provided
him with a distinguished career and a stage on which to showcase his talents throughout the world, as well as
an escape from racial stigmas back home. Free of the diplomatic hindrances her husband faced, Ida
advocated openly against race and gender inequities, and was a major participant in W. E. B. Du Bois's post-
World-War I Pan-African Congresses which took her to stimulating European capitals that were largely free
of racial oppression.

In this, William and Ida's unique dual biography, Adele Logan Alexander gracefully traces an extraordinary
partnership with a historian's skills and insights. She also presents a nuanced account of the complex impact
of race in the early twentieth-century world.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

The book Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the
Enduring (In)significance of Melanin to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a reserve Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Ida Shrout:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Parallel Worlds: The
Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin to read.

Brooke Callender:

Beside this Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring
(In)significance of Melanin because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Joyce Hazel:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable
Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of Melanin can give you a lot of close friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that



maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Parallel Worlds: The Remarkable Gibbs-Hunts and the Enduring (In)significance of
Melanin.
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