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On March 9, 1996, tens of thousands of readers of a daily newspaper in China’s Anhui province saw a
photograph of two young women at a local long-distance bus station. Dressed in fashionable new winter
coats and carrying luggage printed with Latin letters, the women were returning home from their jobs in one
of China’s large cities. As the photo caption indicated, the image represented the “transformation of migrant
women”; the women’s “transformation” was signaled by their status as consumers. New Masters, New
Servants is an ethnography of class dynamics and the subject formation of migrant domestic workers. Based
on her interviews with young women who migrated from China’s Anhui province to the city of Beijing to
engage in domestic service for middle-class families, as well as interviews with employers, job placement
agencies, and government officials, Yan Hairong explores what these migrant workers mean to the families
that hire them, to urban economies, to rural provinces such as Anhui, and to the Chinese state. Above all,
Yan focuses on the domestic workers’ self-conceptions, desires, and struggles.

Yan analyzes how the migrant women workers are subjected to, make sense of, and reflect on a range of
state and neoliberal discourses about development, modernity, consumption, self-worth, quality, and
individual and collective longing and struggle. She offers keen insight into the workers’ desire and efforts to
achieve suzhi (quality) through self-improvement, the way workers are treated by their employers, and
representations of migrant domestic workers on television and the Internet and in newspapers and magazines.
In so doing, Yan demonstrates that contestations over the meanings of migrant workers raise broad questions
about the nature of wage labor, market economy, sociality, and postsocialism in contemporary China.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Fuentes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book New Masters, New Servants: Migration, Development, and
Women Workers in China had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve New Masters, New Servants: Migration,
Development, and Women Workers in China is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship while using book New Masters, New Servants: Migration, Development,
and Women Workers in China. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sean Lee:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this New Masters, New Servants: Migration,
Development, and Women Workers in China book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Susan Demar:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled New Masters, New Servants: Migration,
Development, and Women Workers in China can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Clarence Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually New Masters, New Servants: Migration,
Development, and Women Workers in China why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or



perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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