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Despite great ethnic and racial diversity, ethnicity in Brazil is often portrayed as a matter of black or white, a
distinction reinforced by the ruling elite’s efforts to craft the nation’s identity in its own image—white,
Christian, and European. In Negotiating National Identity Jeffrey Lesser explores the crucial role ethnic
minorities from China, Japan, North Africa, and the Middle East have played in constructing Brazil’s
national identity, thereby challenging dominant notions of nationality and citizenship.
Employing a cross-cultural approach, Lesser examines a variety of acculturating responses by minority
groups, from insisting on their own whiteness to becoming ultra-nationalists and even entering secret
societies that insisted Japan had won World War II. He discusses how various minority groups engaged in
similar, and successful, strategies of integration even as they faced immense discrimination and prejudice.
Some believed that their ethnic heritage was too high a price to pay for the “privilege” of being white and
created alternative categories for themselves, such as Syrian-Lebanese, Japanese-Brazilian, and so on. By
giving voice to the role ethnic minorities have played in weaving a broader definition of national identity,
this book challenges the notion that elite discourse is hegemonic and provides the first comprehensive look at
Brazilian worlds often ignored by scholars.
Based on extensive research, Negotiating National Identity will be valuable to scholars and students in
Brazilian and Latin American studies, as well as those in the fields of immigrant history, ethnic studies, and
race relations.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for Ethnicity in
Brazil will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Julie Harris:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Negotiating National Identity:
Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for Ethnicity in Brazil which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

Kenneth Porter:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from
it. It is called of book Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for Ethnicity in
Brazil. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Susan Bannister:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for Ethnicity in Brazil
we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read
a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this time book Negotiating National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities, and the Struggle for
Ethnicity in Brazil. You can more desirable than now.
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