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The influenza epidemic of 1918 was one of the worst medical disasters in human history, taking close to
thirty million lives worldwide in less than a year, including more than 500,000 in the United States. What
made this pandemic even more frightening was the fact that it occurred when death rates for most common
infectious diseases were diminishing. Still, an epidemic is not merely a medical crisis; it has sociological,
psychological, and political dimensions as well. In Influenza and Inequality, Patricia J. Fanning examines
these other dimensions and brings to life this terrible episode of epidemic disease by tracing its path through
the town of Norwood, Massachusetts.

By 1918, Norwood was a small, ethnically diverse, industrialized, and stratified community. Ink, printing,
and tanning factories were owned by wealthy families who lived privileged lives. These industries attracted
immigrant laborers who made their homes in several ethnic neighborhoods and endured prejudice and
discrimination at the hands of native residents. When the epidemic struck, the immigrant neighborhoods
were most affected; a fact that played a significant role in the town's response?with tragic results.

This close analysis of one town's struggle illuminates how even well-intentioned elite groups may adopt and
implement strategies that can exacerbate rather than relieve a medical crisis. It is a cautionary tale that
demonstrates how social behavior can be a fundamental predictor of the epidemic curve, a community's
response to crisis, and the consequences of those actions.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Lewis:

The book Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918 gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you
can make reading through a book Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great
Epidemic of 1918 being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Sharon Hardin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Influenza and Inequality:
One Town's Tragic Response to the Great Epidemic of 1918 is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Gaiter:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
own reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on
this planet always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write
for their book. One of them is this Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the Great
Epidemic of 1918.

Ruth Zimmer:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to
the Great Epidemic of 1918 to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a



book and examine it. Beside that the book Influenza and Inequality: One Town's Tragic Response to the
Great Epidemic of 1918 can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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