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Our children mean the world to us. They are so central to our hopes and dreams that we will do almost
anything to keep them healthy, happy, and safe. What happens, then, when a child has serious problems? In
Family Trouble, a compelling portrait of upheaval in family life, sociologist Ara Francis tells the stories of
middle-class men and women whose children face significant medical, psychological, and social challenges. 
 
Francis interviewed the mothers and fathers of children with such problems as depression, bi-polar disorder,
autism, learning disabilities, drug addiction, alcoholism, fetal alcohol syndrome, and cerebral palsy.
Children’s problems, she finds, profoundly upset the foundations of parents’ everyday lives, overturning
taken-for-granted expectations, daily routines, and personal relationships. Indeed, these problems initiated a
chain of disruption that moved through parents’ lives in domino-like fashion, culminating in a crisis
characterized by uncertainty, loneliness, guilt, grief, and anxiety. Francis looks at how mothers and fathers
often differ in their interpretation of a child’s condition, discusses the gendered nature of child rearing, and
describes how parents struggle to find effective treatments and to successfully navigate medical and
educational bureaucracies. But above all, Family Trouble examines how children’s problems disrupt middle-
class dreams of the “normal” family. It captures how children’s problems “radiate” and spill over into other
areas of parents’ lives, wreaking havoc even on their identities, leading them to reevaluate deeply held
assumptions about their own sense of self and what it means to achieve the good life.  

Engagingly written, Family Trouble offers insight to professionals and solace to parents. The book offers a
clear message to anyone in the throes of family trouble: you are in good company, and you are not as
different as you might feel...
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From reader reviews:

Megan Lapointe:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Family Trouble:
Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Rachel Haley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of
Everyday Life.

Ivan Dinkel:

Exactly why? Because this Family Trouble: Middle-Class Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption
of Everyday Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kay Davidson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Family Trouble: Middle-Class
Parents, Children's Problems, and the Disruption of Everyday Life which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.
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