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A Woman's Words is the first in-depth analysis of Middle Irish literature from a feminist standpoint, and the
first formal critical discussion of the representation of female speech in medieval Irish literature. Joanne
Findon analyses the representation of Emer, the wife of the great Irish hero Cu Chulainn, in four linked
medieval Irish tales, and discusses Emer's ability to use powerful, effective words to change her fictional
world and the audience's reading of that fictional world.

A Woman's Words considers Emer as a literary figure rather than a mythic archetype or a reflection of a pre-
Christian Celtic goddess. Emer and the narratives she inhabits are discussed as literary constructs, and are
considered within the historical and legal milieu in which these tales were told, recorded, and read. Findon
places Emer within the wider context of medieval literature in general as an unusual and compelling example
of a heroic secular woman, married and fully integrated into her aristocratic society and yet capable of
speaking out against its abuses. Her freedom to speak and be heard is remarkable in the light of prevalent
later medieval impulses to silence women.

By employing speech act theory to analyse Emer's discourse, and by viewing and interpreting the texts
through the lens of current feminist criticism, Joanne Findon seeks to bring Middle Irish literature into the
arena of current debates, particularly among feminist medievalists, and to offer a new approach to reading
female characters in medieval Irish literature.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book A Woman's Words: Emer and Female
Speech in the Ulster Cycle was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the
Ulster Cycle is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book A
Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle. You never truly feel lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Michael Griffin:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle.

Joshua McIntosh:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go through. A
Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short free time problems.

Richard Horgan:

You can obtain this A Woman's Words: Emer and Female Speech in the Ulster Cycle by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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