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On an otherwise ordinary Sunday morning in 1964, millions of Roman Catholics around the world
experienced history. For the first time in centuries, they attended masses that were conducted mostly in their
native tongues. This occasion marked only the first of many profound changes to emanate from the Second
Vatican Council (1962-1965). Known popularly as Vatican II, it would soon give rise to the most far-
reaching religious transformation since the Reformation.

In this groundbreaking work of cultural and historical sociology, Melissa Wilde offers a new explanation for
this revolutionary transformation of the Church. Drawing on newly available sources--including a collection
of interviews with the Council's key bishops and cardinals, and primary documents from the Vatican Secret
Archive that have never before been seen by researchers--Wilde demonstrates that the pronouncements of
the Council were not merely reflections of papal will, but the product of a dramatic confrontation between
progressives and conservatives that began during the first days of the Council. The outcome of this
confrontation was determined by a number of factors: the Church's decline in Latin America; its competition
and dialogue with other faiths, particularly Protestantism, in northern Europe and North America; and
progressive clerics' deep belief in the holiness of compromise and their penchant for consensus building.

Wilde's account will fascinate not only those interested in Vatican II but anyone who wants to understand the
social underpinnings of religious change.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of
Religious Change as your daily resource information.

Theodore Rios:

The book with title Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change includes a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Michelle Oquinn:

The particular book Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of Religious Change has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Lee Villegas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Vatican II: A Sociological Analysis of
Religious Change guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Vatican II: A Sociological
Analysis of Religious Change as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one
book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.
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