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At the heart of the mythology of the Anglo-Scandinavian-Germanic North is the evergreen Yggdrasil, the
tree of life believed to hold up the skies and unite and separate three worlds: Asgard, high in the tree, where
the gods dwelled in their great halls; Middlegard, where human beings lived; and the dark underground
world of Hel, home to the monstrous goddess of death. With the advent of Christianity in the North around
the year 1000, Yggdrasil was recast as the cross on which Christ sacrificed himself. G. Ronald Murphy
offers an insightful examination of the lasting significance of Yggdrasil in northern Europe, showing that the
tree's image persisted not simply through its absorption into descriptions of Christ's crucifix, but through
recognition by the newly converted Christians of the truth of their new religion in the images and narratives
of their older faith.

Rather than dwelling on theological and cultural differences between Christianity and older Anglo-
Scandinavian beliefs, Murphy makes an argument internal to the culture, showing how the new dispensation
was a realization of the old. He shows how architectural and literary works, including the Jelling stone in
Denmark, the stave churches in Norway, The Dream of the Rood, the runes of the futhark, the round
churches on Bornholm, the Viking crosses at Middleton in Yorkshire and even the Christmas tree, are all
indebted to the cultural interweaving of cross and tree in the North. Tree of Salvation demonstrates that both
Christian and older Northern symbols can be read as a single story of salvation.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

The book Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Andre Todd:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the
North had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Tree of
Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

David Bostick:

This Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in
the North can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nancy Byrom:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the
North as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students



especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,
any other book likes Tree of Salvation: Yggdrasil and the Cross in the North to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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