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John Cornwell evokes a vanished time and way of life in this moving and, at times, troubling memoir of an
adolescence spent in the isolated all-male world of the seminary.

Born into a destitute family with a dominating Irish-Catholic mother and an absconding father during World
War II in London, John Cornwell's childhood was deeply dysfunctional. When he was thirteen years old he
was sent to Cotton College, a remote seminary for boys in the West Midlands countryside. For the next five
years Cornwell lived under an austere monastic regime as he wrestled with his emotional and spiritual
demons. In the hothouse atmosphere of the seminary he strove to find stable, loving friendships among his
fellows and fatherly support from the priests, one of whom proved to be a sexual predator.

The wild countryside around the seminary, the moving power of church ritual and music, and a charismatic
priest enabled him to persevere. But while normal teenagers were being swept up by the rock ’n’ roll era,
Cornwell and his fellow seminarians continued to be emotionally and socially repressed. Secret romantic
attachments between seminarians were not uncommon; on visits home they were overwhelmed by the
powerful attractions of the emerging youth culture of the 1950s. But when they returned to Cotton College,
the boys were once again governed by the age-old traditions and disciplines of seminary life. And like many
young seminarians, Cornwell struggled with a natural adolescent rebelliousness, which in one crucial
instance provoked a crisis that would eventually lead to his decision to abandon his dream of becoming a
priest.

Written with tremendous warmth and humor, Seminary Boy is a truly unforgettable memoir and a penetrating
glimpse into the hidden world of seminary life.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Seminary Boy. Try to make the book Seminary Boy as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Duncan Houghton:

Here thing why this particular Seminary Boy are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Seminary Boy giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no publication that similar with Seminary Boy. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Seminary Boy in e-book can be your
substitute.

William Black:

Seminary Boy can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word
into delight arrangement in writing Seminary Boy yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Ella Carlson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Seminary Boy publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Seminary Boy as good book not simply by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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