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Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair explores the possibilities and limits of terms such as "body," "woman,"
"gender," and "agency"—categories that emerged within the context of western philosophical, religious, and
feminist debates—to analyze texts that come out of altogether different temporal and cultural contexts.
Through close textual readings of a wide range of classical and medieval narratives, from well-known works
such as the Tale of Genji to popular Buddhist tales, Rajyashree Pandey offers new ways of understanding
such terms within the context of medieval Buddhist knowledge.

Pandey suggests that "woman" in medieval Japanese narratives does not constitute a self-evident and distinct
category, and that there is little in these works to indicate that the sexed body was the single most important
and overarching site of difference between men and women. She argues that the body in classical and
medieval texts is not understood as something constituted through flesh, blood, and bones, or as divorced
from the mind, and that in the Tale of Genji it becomes intelligible not as an anatomical entity but rather as
something apprehended through robes and hair. Pandey provocatively claims that "woman" is a fluid and
malleable category, one that often functions as a topos or figural site for staging debates not about real life
women, but rather about delusion, attachment, and enlightenment, issues of the utmost importance to the
Buddhist medieval world.

Pandey's book challenges many of the assumptions that have become commonplace in academic writings on
women and Buddhism in medieval Japan. She questions the validity of speaking of Buddhism's misogyny,
women's oppression, passivity, or proto-feminism, and points to the anachronistic readings that result when
fundamentally modern questions and concerns are transposed unreflexively onto medieval Japanese texts.
Taking a broad, interdisciplinary approach, and engaging widely with literature, religious studies, and
feminism, while paying close attention to medieval texts and genres, Pandey boldly throws down the
gauntlet, challenging some of the sacred cows of contemporary scholarship on medieval Japanese women
and Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

The book Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives
will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Jennifer Crowe:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and
Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.

Fern Barron:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is called of book Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman, and Desire in Medieval Japanese
Narratives. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Tammie Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different categories of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Perfumed Sleeves and Tangled Hair: Body, Woman,
and Desire in Medieval Japanese Narratives.
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