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When the Methodist missionary Thomas Crosby arrived in Port Simpson in northwestern British Columbia
in 1874, he did so at the invitation of the Tsimshian people. Earlier contact with the Anglican missionary
William Duncan had convinced them that, although many aspects of his mission program were appealing, his
brand of religion was too austere. Instead they preferred the more expressive version represented by the
Methodist Church.

In Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian, Clarence Bolt demonstrates that Natives were conscious participants
in the acculturation and conversion process--as long as this met their goals--and not merely passive
recipients. In order to understand the complexities of Native-European contacts, he argues, one must look at
the reasons for Native, as well as for European, behaviour. He points out that Natives actively influenced the
manner in which their relationships with the White population developed, often resulting ina complex
interaction in which the values of both groups affected each other.

As long as the conversion process unfolded as they wished, the Tsimshian supported their missionary. Over
time, especially with regard to the land question, they realized that both missionaries and government
officials were attempting to impose their restrictive visions rather than respecting Tsimshian concerns and
goals. As one Tsimshian observed about the implications of accepting federal policy: ‘It would be like trying
to put a small pair of shoes on feet too large for them. It would cramp our feet and prevent us from walking
as fast as we did without such regulations.’ Missionary policy was no different.

This book is unique in that it examines the functioning of two missions to the same people in a single locale,
demonstrating how a particular Native group tried to protect its traditional land resource while at the same
time seeking participating in the emerging White society of nineteenth-century British Columbia.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet
Too Large will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
appropriate book with you?

William Grimm:

Often the book Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Thomas Crosby and the
Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jennifer Howard:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Thomas Crosby and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Matthew Ibarra:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Thomas Crosby
and the Tsimshian: Small Shoes for Feet Too Large.
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