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In a horoscope he cast in 1647 for Charles I, William Lilly, a noted English astrologer, made the
following judgment: "Luna is with Antares, a violent fixed star, which is said to denote violent death, and
Mars is approaching Caput Algol, which is said to denote beheading." Two years later the king's head fell
on the block. "Astrology must be right," wrote the American astrologer Evangeline Adams, a claimed
descendant of President John Quincy Adams, in a challenge to skeptics in 1929. "There can be no appeal
from the Infinite."
The Fated Sky explores both the history of astrology and the controversial subject of its influence in history.
It is the first serious book to fully engage astrology in this way.
Astrology is the oldest of the occult sciences. It is also the origin of science itself. Astronomy, mathematics,
and other disciplines arose in part to make possible the calculations necessary in casting horoscopes. For five
thousand years, from the ancient Near East to the modern world, the influence of the stars has been viewed
as shaping the course and destiny of human affairs. According to recent polls, at least 30 percent of the
American public believes in astrology, though, as Bobrick reveals, modern astrology is also utterly different
from the doctrine of the stars that won the respect and allegiance of the greatest thinkers, scientists, and
writers -- Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Arab, and Persian -- of an earlier day. Statesmen, popes, and kings once
embraced it, and no less a figure than St. Thomas Aquinas, the medieval theologian, thought it not
incompatible with Christian faith. There are some two hundred astrological allusions in Shakespeare's plays,
and not one of their astrological predictions goes unfulfilled. The great astronomers of the scientific
revolution -- Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, Kepler -- were adherents. Isaac Newton's appetite for mathematics
was first whetted by an astrological text. In more recent times, prominent figures such as Churchill, de
Gaulle, and Reagan have consulted astrologers and sometimes heeded their advice. Today universities as
diverse as Oxford in England and the University of Zaragoza in Spain offer courses in the subject, fulfilling
Carl Jung's prediction decades ago that astrology would again become the subject of serious discourse.
Whether astrology actually has the powers that have been ascribed to it is, of course, open to debate. But
there is no doubt that it maintains an unshakeable hold on the human mind. In The Fated Sky, Benson
Bobrick has written an absolutely captivating and comprehensive account of this engrossing subject and its
enduring influence on history and the history of ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Dolly:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Fated Sky: Astrology in History.

Alma Driver:

Exactly why? Because this The Fated Sky: Astrology in History is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

David McMillian:

This The Fated Sky: Astrology in History is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Fated Sky: Astrology
in History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Bruce Delvalle:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Fated Sky: Astrology in History or
perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes The Fated Sky: Astrology in History to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types



of book like this.
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