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On September 11, 1814, an American naval squadron under Master Commandant Thomas Macdonough
defeated a formidable British force on Lake Champlain under the command of Captain George Downie,
effectively ending the British invasion of the Champlain Valley during the War of 1812. This decisive battle
had far-reaching repercussions in Canada, the United States, England, and Ghent, Belgium, where peace
talks were under way. Examining the naval and land campaign in strategic, political, and military terms,
from planning to execution to outcome, The Battle of Lake Champlain offers the most thorough account
written of this pivotal moment in American history.

For decades the Champlain corridor—a direct and accessible invasion route between Lower Canada and the
northern United States—had been hotly contested in wars for control of the region. In exploring the crucial
issue of why it took two years for the United States and Britain to confront each other on Lake Champlain,
historian John H. Schroeder recounts the war’s early years, the failed U.S. invasions of Canada in 1812 and
1813, and the ensuing naval race for control of the lake in 1814. To explain how the Americans achieved
their unexpected victory, Schroeder weighs the effects on both sides of preparations and planning, personal
valor and cowardice, command decisions both brilliant and ill-conceived, and sheer luck both good and bad.

Previous histories have claimed that the War of 1812 ended with Andrew Jackson’s victory at the Battle of
New Orleans. Schroeder demonstrates that the United States really won the war four months before—at
Plattsburgh on Lake Champlain. Through a comprehensive analysis of politics and diplomacy, Schroeder
shows that the victory at Lake Champlain prompted the British to moderate their demands at Ghent, bringing
the war directly and swiftly to an end before Jackson’s spectacular victory in January 1815.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Lucius:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Battle of Lake
Champlain: A "Brilliant and Extraordinary Victory" (Campaigns and Commanders Series). All type of book
is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kay Davidson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Battle of Lake Champlain: A "Brilliant and
Extraordinary Victory" (Campaigns and Commanders Series) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Battle of Lake Champlain: A "Brilliant and Extraordinary Victory" (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Battle
of Lake Champlain: A "Brilliant and Extraordinary Victory" (Campaigns and Commanders Series). You
never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lowell Bohler:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Battle of Lake Champlain: A "Brilliant and
Extraordinary Victory" (Campaigns and Commanders Series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Carl Fox:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is The Battle of Lake Champlain: A "Brilliant and Extraordinary Victory" (Campaigns and



Commanders Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This
is why this book suitable all of you.
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