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You recognize when you know something for certain, right? You "know" the sky is blue, or that the traffic
light had turned green, or where you were on the morning of September 11, 2001--you know these things,
well, because you just do.

In On Being Certain, neurologist Robert Burton challenges the notions of how we think about what we
know. He shows that the feeling of certainty we have when we "know" something comes from sources
beyond our control and knowledge. In fact, certainty is a mental sensation, rather than evidence of fact.
Because this "feeling of knowing" seems like confirmation of knowledge, we tend to think of it as a product
of reason. But an increasing body of evidence suggests that feelings such as certainty stem from primitive
areas of the brain, and are independent of active, conscious reflection and reasoning. The feeling of knowing
happens to us; we cannot make it happen.

Bringing together cutting edge neuroscience, experimental data, and fascinating anecdotes, Robert Burton
explores the inconsistent and sometimes paradoxical relationship between our thoughts and what we actually
know. Provocative and groundbreaking, On Being Certain, will challenge what you know (or think you
know) about the mind, knowledge, and reason.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

The book On Being Certain: Believing You Are Right Even When You're Not will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book On Being Certain: Believing You Are Right
Even When You're Not is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mary Ayala:

On Being Certain: Believing You Are Right Even When You're Not can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing On Being Certain: Believing You Are Right Even When You're Not although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Linda Pinkerton:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This On Being Certain: Believing You Are
Right Even When You're Not is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Derek McCaleb:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That On Being Certain: Believing You Are Right Even When
You're Not can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have On Being Certain: Believing You Are Right Even
When You're Not.
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