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Col. Mark James Alexander was the only airborne officer to lead three different battalions into combat in
World War II, successively commanding the 2d and 1st Battalions, 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, and the
2nd Battalion, 508 PIR, of the 82nd Airborne Division. A legend in his own time, he fought in North Africa,
Sicily, Italy, and France, and even after being seriously wounded in Normandy, insisted on playing a role in
the Battle of the Bulge. Airborne Generals Gavin and Ridgway recognized Alexander’s superior battle skills
and were more than happy to use him to plug holes in the ranks. His reputation excelled among the rank and
file, right down to the lowest private. He led from the front, pressing the attack while simultaneously looking
out for his men. In Sicily, Alexander’s battalion landed 25 miles from its drop zone, into a network of Italian
pillboxes, upon which the Colonel personally directed fire, thence captured hundreds of prisoners. Dropped
into the desperate inferno at Salerno, he refused to give ground against German counterattacks, forming his
paratroopers against enemy efforts to push Allied forces back into the sea. At Normandy one seasoned
lieutenant, John “Red Dog” Dolan, 505 PIR, called him “the finest battalion commander I ever served
under,” after Alexander had led the 1/505 for ten days through the bloody battle for La Fière Bridge and
Causeway. Alexander’s passion and truest talent was leading men in the field, and he insisted on sharing
their risks. On one occasion in Normandy he and his runner (he went through several) were caught behind
German lines and encountered a platoon of SS. Opening fire, the Colonel killed or wounded several and
brought the rest in as prisoners. An 88mm shell finally got the best of him, shrapnel tearing through his
lungs, and while the 82nd was engaged in the Bulge, Alexander was only allowed to run its base camps in
France— despite his protests—as General Gavin noted that he was still coughing up blood. This memoir is
based on the transcription of hundreds of hours of recorded interviews made by Alexander’s grandson, John
Sparry, over a period of years late in his life. Providing valuable insight into the beloved commander who led
three of the most storied battalions in the US Army, Jump Commander also contains a wealth of new detail
on 82nd Airborne operations, and casts insight on some of the most crucial battles in the ETO. This highly
readable and action-packed narrative may well be the last remaining memoir to be written in the voice of a
major airborne officer of the Greatest Generation.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Jump Commander. All type
of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Larry Tatro:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book Jump Commander seemed to be making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The guide Jump Commander is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Jump Commander. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Josephine Weeks:

Here thing why that Jump Commander are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Jump Commander giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no publication that similar with Jump Commander. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Jump Commander in e-
book can be your substitute.

Ronald Folk:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Jump Commander book is readable through you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Jump
Commander content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Jump
Commander is not loveable to be your top list reading book?
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