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Disheartened by the shrink-wrapped, Styrofoam-packed state of contemporary supermarket fruits and
vegetables, many shoppers hark back to a more innocent time, to visions of succulent red tomatoes plucked
straight from the vine, gleaming orange carrots pulled from loamy brown soil, swirling heads of green lettuce
basking in the sun.

With Hybrid, Noel Kingsbury reveals that even those imaginary perfect foods are themselves far from
anything that could properly be called natural; rather, they represent the end of a millennia-long history of
selective breeding and hybridization. Starting his story at the birth of agriculture, Kingsbury traces the
history of human attempts to make plants more reliable, productive, and nutritious—a story that owes as
much to accident and error as to innovation and experiment. Drawing on historical and scientific accounts, as
well as a rich trove of anecdotes, Kingsbury shows how scientists, amateur breeders, and countless
anonymous farmers and gardeners slowly caused the evolutionary pressures of nature to be supplanted by
those of human needs—and thus led us from sparse wild grasses to succulent corn cobs, and from mealy,
white wild carrots to the juicy vegetables we enjoy today. At the same time, Kingsbury reminds us that
contemporary controversies over the Green Revolution and genetically modified crops are not new; plant
breeding has always had a political dimension.

A powerful reminder of the complicated and ever-evolving relationship between humans and the natural
world, Hybrid will give readers a thoughtful new perspective on—and a renewed appreciation of—the cereal
crops, vegetables, fruits, and flowers that are central to our way of life.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Jones:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Hybrid: The History and Science
of Plant Breeding is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Wanda Sousa:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hybrid: The History and Science of
Plant Breeding book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Wanda Davis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Hybrid: The
History and Science of Plant Breeding suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breedingis a single of several
books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Lena Robertson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding.
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