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Dante's Comedy is a puzzling poem because the author wanted to lead his readers to understanding by
engaging their curiosity. While many obscure matters are clarified in the course of the poem itself, others
have remained enigmas that have fascinated Dantists for centuries. Over the last thirty-five years, Richard
Kay has proposed original solutions to many of these puzzles; these are collected in the present volume.
Historical context frames Kay's readings, which relate the poem to such standard sources as the Bible,
Aristotle, Aquinas, and the Latin classics, but he also goes beyond these Scholastic sources to exploit Dante's
use of less familiar aspects of Latin clerical culture, including physiognomy, Vitruvian proportions, and
optics, and most especially astrology. Kay explores new ways to read the Comedy. For instance, he argues
that Dante has embedded references to his authorities in a continuous series of acrostics formed by the initial
letters of each tercet. Again, he shows how Dante returns to the theme of each infernal canto and develops it
in the parallel cantos of Purgatorio and Paradiso. Particularly worthy of note are four essays on the poem's
finale in the Empyrean.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Dante's Enigmas: Medieval
Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) to read.

Clara Demoss:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Dante's Enigmas: Medieval
Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) book as basic and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ernest Tate:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism
and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) as your daily resource information.

Richard Mendoza:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism and Beyond
(Variorum Collected Studies Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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