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For a hundred years after the end of the Civil War, a quarter of all Americans lived under a system of
legalized segregation called Jim Crow. Together with its rigidly enforced canon of racial "etiquette," these
rules governed nearly every aspect of life--and outlined draconian punishments for infractions.

The purpose of Jim Crow was to keep African Americans subjugated at a level as close as possible to their
former slave status. Exceeding even South Africa's notorious apartheid in the humiliation, degradation, and
suffering it brought, Jim Crow left scars on the American psyche that are still felt today.  American
Nightmare examines and explains Jim Crow from its beginnings to its end: how it came into being, how it
was lived, how it was justified, and how, at long last, it was overcome only a few short decades ago. Most
importantly, this book reveals how a nation founded on principles of equality and freedom came to enact as
law a pervasive system of inequality and virtual slavery.

Although America has finally consigned Jim Crow to the historical graveyard, Jerrold Packard shows why it
is important that this scourge--and an understanding of how it happened--remain alive in the nation's
collective memory.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Maas:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed American Nightmare: The History of Jim Crow? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Paul Howell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This American Nightmare: The
History of Jim Crow is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Jeff Cunningham:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled American Nightmare: The History of Jim Crow can be fine book
to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Clyde Traynor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this American Nightmare: The History
of Jim Crow reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism American Nightmare:
The History of Jim Crow as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that
can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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